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Assigned Seats? You Bet!
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hear Ted Neitzke, Valley’s gymnasium was filled with over 250 Lutheran educators on Monday, January 20th for
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the 9th annual Lutheran Educator Conference.
CEO of CESA6
you,
(Cooperative Educational Service
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Just like they push their students
support of Lutheran education.
So why the apprehension? Why the
outside their comfort zones.
It was our pleasure to host a
anxiety? Because Valley did something
conference that brought together twentythey have not done before at a
Just like they encourage their
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Lenten Tour Concert
Featuring 90 musicians
in Valley Lutheran’s

Golden
Voice Choir
& Symphonic Band

Sunday, March 22

@ 3 pm
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

808 Weiss St. Saginaw

Is Suffering a Sin?

In a recent Ethics class, students were given the challenge of reading the blog of a suffering individual and
contemplate whether or not the suffering was because of a “sin.” Erin Ettline’s response to the blog was used to
write this month’s devotion. Erin is a senior at VLHS and graduated from Zion, Auburn.
The Bible says that God doesn’t want people to suffer
through life, but rather, that we have an abundant life and
to live our lives in Him. We know God loves us and that the
only way to heaven is through believing in Him. Yet, why
are we afflicted? Why is there suffering? And why does God
allow us to experience such pain?
It’s easy for us to look at situations within our own lives and
say “it’s not a sin, it’s just a weakness” but that’s a wishy
washy statement. A sin is a sin - the Bible is clear on that.
We all sin, whether we recognize it or not, and we all have a
constant need for a Savior and rescuer. That doesn’t mean
that those who appear “afflicted” are more sinful, while
those with less observable, outward sufferings are less
sinful.
David, when writing the book of Psalms, noted that “Many
are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him
out of them all” (Psalm 34:19). Note, though, that he does
not tell us when we will be afflicted, nor does he reveal when

VLHS Receives Thrivent
Choice Dollars
Thank you to all the Valley Lutheran
supporters who designated Thrivent Choice
Dollars to support the VLHS ministry. A total
of $9,126.00 was received in 2019! For more
information on how you can support VLHS with
Choice Dollars contact yor Thrivent
representative.

such affliction will end. Suffering can last a lifetime, but we
are also instructed to “…consider that our present sufferings
are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed
in us” (Romans 8:18).
Regardless of our present state of suffering, the fact is that
we all sin and we all need a Savior. We all need to be prayed
for, respected, and cared for (and we need to be willing to
reciprocate these things for others).
When God says we are forgiven, often through the words
of a Pastor at confession and absolution, we are. In fact,
Christ’s death on the cross took an entire multitude of sins,
sufferings, shame, and wrath so that, in our place, He could
face the Father’s punishment instead of us.
As we enter this Lenten season, may we find comfort in the
knowledge that while we suffer here on earth, our Heavenly
Father sees us through the righteousness of His Son, who
paid the ultimate price for our sins.

Hard Hat Tours 2020

(Enjoy a Student-Led Tour of Valley’s Addition, and
Worship with Us if You’re Available)

March 11 @ 11 am * March 25 @ 9 am
April 8 @ 11 am * April 22 @ 9 am
April 28 @ 10 am
* Come early on 3.11 or 4.8 for chapel at 10:15 am
RSVP to hbehnke@vlhs.com or call 989.790.1676

