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“In His Grip & By His Grace”
Over the years, the ministry of Valley Lutheran High School has been blessed in many ways. But this is not an article
about the blessings of a bygone era. This is an article about the tangible impact of the support that continues to be given today.
This is a celebration of the ongoing belief in - and the continued support of - the mission of Valley Lutheran High School. This is
a recognition of God's faithfulness to His people and a thank you to those whose collective efforts make this school possible.

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS
In 2021, VLHS received gifts from 722
families/individuals. This ministry
remains vibrant and strong through the
collective effort of many people coming
together, supporting a common
mission.

722 DONORS

GROWING CAMPAIGN
PLEDGE FULFILLMENT
During and following Valley's
recent GROWING Campaign, we
are blessed with an impressive
98.4% pledge fulfillment rate thanks be to God!

98%

$880,000

$230,333
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However, there is an extra blessing which is almost never seen
by the general public. "I am frequently surprised - and blessed - by
the thoughtful notes supporters take the time to write when they
send in gifts," shares Kyle DeWees, Director of Advancement.
"Sometimes there is a prayer. Sometimes it is a word of
encouragement that lands at just the right time. Sometimes it's
even a devotional thought. They are really a blessing in their own
right." Regardless of the message that is shared, there is always a
consistent thread: God's goodness and grace is declared. It is yet
another example of the ways VLHS is blessed and a reminder of
the true foundation of this school.
It seems appropriate to close this article by sharing two of the
salutations from notes that accompanied recent gifts.
May you remain "In His Grip & By His Grace."
"Blessings always."

Blessed through the
generosity of others
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students get the love, support, and education that enables
them to discover God's calling in their life.
highly qualified and caring faculty are retained, trained, and
equipped in their vocation.
student athletes are able to compete at the highest level
possible, while demonstrating sportsmanship and respect.
a family's commitment and desire for their child to attend
Valley is made possible by financial aid.
our facilities are able to be improved - and sometimes
expanded - in order to provide the best learning
environment possible for our students.

VALLEY LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL:
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With each passing passing year, the role of philanthropic
support within Christian schools becomes increasingly important as
it makes the quality faith-based education possible in the lives of
students and their families. VLHS is undeniably blessed by this type
of faithful support.
We hope you are able to see the blessings of this support. It
becomes visible when:

MORTGAGE DECREASING RAPIDLY
On a $6.5M building project, Valley needed a
mortgage of only $880,000. And since the time of
the loan origination (June 2021), there has been
tremendous progress toward paying it down!
How is all this possible!?
Through God's faithfulness and the faithful pledge
fulfillment of our supporters - thank you!!!

If you would like to learn more about how you can
support the mission and ministry of Valley Lutheran
High School, please do not hesitate to contact Kyle
DeWees, Director of Advancement, at 989.971.4447
or kdewees@vlhs.com.
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Boasting in Weakness

Spring is a time of newness and rebirth. Daylight extends. Robins sing. Buds burst forth on branches. This season seems particularly
significant as many people shed the remnants of Covid protocols and boldly step out into the world. We have a fresh start. So why
do I feel broken instead of invigorated?
I’ve decided that I can’t answer that question well. There seem to be a multitude of miniature shadows working together to drape my
life in drab. Each individual source of struggle would be manageable, but the accumulation of current events combined with the
residual effects of previous events have created a fog over my life.
This is why I’m a huge fan of the “Broken Crayons Still Color” sign in my classroom from TobyMac (#SpeakLife). Over time, I’ve
learned that my brokenness isn’t an obstacle for God. Check out Moses in Exodus 3 or Saul, soon to be Paul, in Acts 9. Human
inadequacy takes a backseat to God’s work in our lives.
In 2 Corinthians 12:9 we read Paul’s words: “But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.” I may still feel
broken, but God’s grace and strength daily provide me with everything I need for a fresh start. - Barb Doyle VLHS Teacher

Winter Sports Awards
Men's Basketball
- Elijah Wolter - 2nd Team All-Conference
Women's Basketball - Team Academic All-State Award
- Isabelle Beach - 1st Team All-Conference
- Addison Smith - 2nd Team All-Conference
- Maggie Behmlander - Honorable Mention All-Conference
Bowling
- Colton Barber - Honorable Mention All-Conference
- Katie Henry - Honorable Mention All-Conference
Poms - Class C/D State Champions
Wrestling
- Tim Plamondon - 2nd Team All-Conference
- Thomas Clare - Honorable Mention All-Conference
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