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Lutheran Educator Conference:
Gathered for Growth, United in Purpose
The Great Lakes Bay Region
Lutheran Educator Conference brought
together 240 participants from 20
schools throughout the area to support
each other in the ministry by
worshipping together, encouraging one
another, and collaborating with each
other. Dr. Lisa Meyers, VL Academic
Dean, reported, "It was a great day of
worship, learning, and sharing! This
group of educators has done an
amazing job of providing quality Christcentered education on a consistent
basis during a very difficult time for
schools. To see them support and
encourage each other in this important
ministry was inspiring. They left excited
to bring new ideas and strategies back
to the classroom, showing how deeply
they care about their students and want
them to have the best possible learning
experience."
The GLBR Lutheran Educator
Conference offered a wide variety of
timely and relevant topics for educators
to learn about and grow their skills.
Forty-five (45) sectional were available
including:
Anxious Students - Amy Paten from
Crossroads Counseling Ministries
School Safety - Carla Derocher
from Bay City Public Schools
Sectionals related to serving
students on the Autism spectrum
from Saginaw ISD and Lutheran
Special Education Ministries
Coding for All Ages
Keep Math Accessible in a
Pandemic and Beyond
Stop Motion Animation with Google
Slides
Power Tools for Learning

Eric Hagenow, Principal, St. Peter Lutheran
School, Hemlock, had this quote regarding the
conference, “It was wonderful to meet with many
Lutheran educators to share ideas, to be
encouraged, and to worship together.”
Pastor Burhop from Trinity, Reese led a beautiful
worship based on prayer. He encouraged attendees
to turn everything over to God… and then wait for
Him, while VLHS's contemporary worship group,
Impact, led music.

to visit with past teachers, old
classmates, and current colleagues who
are all on mission to share the love of
Jesus. Having attended Peace and Valley
Lutheran, I'm a product of Lutheran
Education. One special part of becoming
a teacher is that I now get to see it from
the inside, and the love that Lutheran
educators have for their students is just
as genuine as it appears. I was reminded
of this as soon as I walked through the
doors of Valley and was greeted with
smiles and hugs from my past teachers,
now colleagues. This kind of love and
belonging is what the conference is all
about. Every year I leave rejuvenated in
my calling to help students know they
belong to Christ and they are loved dearly
by God and by their school community."

Carol Sweebe, LEAP Admissions Coordinator
said, "The sessions and speakers were fun and
inspirational - such a great example of the Lutheran
educational experience we offer our students and
the faith that underlines everything we do.”
The keynote speaker, Rev. Dr. Ryan Peterson
from Concordia University, Ann Arbor, spoke about
“Embracing the Interruptions in Life”. He
encouraged educators to walk into 2022 with a
commitment to pause…pause to see more, to pray
more, to laugh more, and ultimately to live with a
Philippians 4:4-7 mindset. That all educators,
parents, students, and leaders would rejoice, rejoice
in the Lord always, fixing their eyes on Jesus as the
perfecter of our faith.
Not only did the conference give Lutheran
educators the opportunity to grow, but it gave the
chance to build and cultivator relationships as
stated by MacKenzie Drinan (VL '13), 5th Grade
Teacher, St. Lorenz Lutheran School. "Attending
the conference at Valley Lutheran always feels like
a homecoming for me. I love having the opportunity
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Shaw Places 4th in HOSA Competition
VL Junior Marge Shaw recently participated in the HOSA (Health Occupations Students of
America/Future Health Professionals) regional competition in the area of Home Health Aide. The
competition was held virtually a written test, and the creation of a student-produced video
demonstrating a given skill (in this case, taking a tympanic temperature).
Marge placed 4th in the region, narrowly missing the state competition. Marge remarked, “I
really liked participating in HOSA. I was able to show off what I have been working on and
learning. I liked it being online [this year] because I had a lot of support right in the room with me
as I made the video.”
Marge’s preparation for this event came primarily through her Nursing Assistant program at the
Bay Arena ISD Career Center. Marge is one of a record 35 Valley students who chose this year to
pair their Valley education with career/technical programs at an area career center.
“We are blessed to partner with our local career centers, and Marge has certainly taken
advantage of every opportunity provided to her at the Bay Career Center,” said Mrs. Lindsay
Mueller, school counselor. “For Marge to be recognized at such a high level as a junior speaks to
her dedication and love of the nursing occupation.

Devotion

Ben Cooper and VL's Sustainability Class spoke during chapel regarding creation care.
“What is creation care? What is our responsibility to God’s world? We’re saved and we are going to heaven, so why care about the
present world?” These are the questions that the VL Sustainability class has been wrestling with throughout the first semester.
The class recently shared with the student body what they learned while studying scripture and God’s world.
Humankind is special, because God made us in His likeness (Genesis 1:25). We were entrusted with the task of stewardship - caring
for God’s world as if it was our own. In the garden of Eden, this work was joyful, as Adam and Eve partnered with God, entering into His
own work of caring and preserving the earth (Genesis 2:15). Scripture teaches that we are an integral part of creation as His stewards.
Ultimately, our home is in heaven - yet scripture teaches that God created our earthly home to delight in and enjoy. Jesus brings
abundant life (Jn 10:10), certainly for eternity but also in this world as well.
Sin has led us to treat God’s world as if we were the ones who created it. We have harmed His creatures, including fellow humans.
We have abused the stewardship that God has given us and have instead dominated his world at the expense of our fellow creatures.
Like humankind, creation suffers from the impact of the fall and eagerly awaits restoration. (Rom. 8) Through Christ’s vicarious
atonement, he has redeemed us. He will come again and will make all things new. Until that day, he has enlisted the Church to care for
and preserve his world, while carrying out the Great Commission to spread the Gospel to all nations.
We can partner with God to preserve His world by delighting in his creation and our fellow creatures. We can get to know God’s
creation better and praise him. We can also care for our fellow creatures, partnering with God to preserve and restore his creation. This
may sometimes mean sacrificing and not getting everything we want so that generations of Christians are able to enjoy God’s creation.
Secular environmentalists motivate through fear and despair, guilt and shame. Like God’s law, these negative feelings serve a
purpose. But we
know that the law
is not effective
without the Gospel
message of hope.
As Christians, we
strive to care for
God’s world - not
out of fear or guilt,
and not because
we have to in
order to be saved
- we care for
God’s world out of
love for him,
motivated by
grace.
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