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March Madness: Animal Shelter Style
It’s not every day that two dogs attend chapel. But when they
are the recipients of $1,000 (for direct animal care and ultimately
adoption) it only makes sense that they would be invited.
During March, the Animal Club and the students at Valley
Lutheran were following their alternate brackets: March Madness Shelter Style. Created as a brainstorm by members Anthony
Wojtowicz (VL '25) and Andrew Perkins (VL '25) the group used
an animal adoption advocacy site to create a bracket that featured
cats and dogs in the care of the Saginaw County Animal Care and
Control.
Club members’ eyes had recently been opened to their need
for support. While Animal Care and Control receives government
funding, they also rely on donations to help keep them stocked.
“So much of what they do comes out of donations. And I realized
how much extra shelters do for animals, they give them blankets
and stuff to help comfort them,” Anthony said. “And different
surgeries are expensive for them,” Andrew shared. Fellow Animal
Club member Parker Ritchey (VL '25) reflected, “none of it is
self-promoting, all of it is trying to make the animals comfortable
while they’re there.”
The bracket was created, and for $1 students could create
their own brackets predicting which animal would ‘win’. Each week
student ‘family groups’ (smaller groups within the student body)
also contributed funds in support of a particular animal. The
animal that received the most funds advanced in the bracket. After
three short weeks an impressive $1000 had been raised.
Officer Bonnie Kanicki, Director of the Saginaw County Animal
Care and Control, was invited to Valley Lutheran to accept the gift.
She was accompanied by Officer Desi, Officer Abbe, and shelter
residents Melula and Pluto.

Kanicki spoke to the student body after the check presentation.
“It is amazing the outpouring of love that we feel from you all right
now. It’s amazing the heart that God put in all of you to have
compassion and care for these animals,” she said.
Animal Club faculty advisor Dr. Lisa Meyers commented,
"What a fantastic conclusion to this event! We thank SCACC for
all their work in our community and we look forward to developing
a partnership with them where our students can continue to
support their important work."

Schwarz: Outstanding Achievement Award
Mrs. Jessica Schwarz
recently received the
Outstanding Achievement:
High School Level Chemistry
Teaching Award from The
Midland Section of the
American Chemical Society.
Dr. Lisa Meyers shared
about Mrs. Schwarz, "[she]
demonstrates her passion for
science daily and passes that
along to her students...She is
a champion for science
education and has helped to
create a science department
at Valley that is strong and
impactful."
Congratulations Mrs.
Schwarz on this award!
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VL Class of 2022 Top 10
Congratulations to the three class
leaders: (from left to right)
Grace Appold - Co-Valedictorian
Emma VanTol - Co-Valedictorian
Allison Sowatsky - Salutatorian
Remainder of the Top 10 in order:
Zack Blazejewski, Trenton
Hagenbach, Noah Doan, Kaitlyn
Cloeter, Garrett Webb, David Law,
Ella Krugielka

Devotion: What If? by Dr. Lisa Meyers
Numbers are cool. I can say that because I was a math teacher. I love working with
numbers - they are solid, predictable, consistent. I “get” them…or at least most of them.
However, there is one number that I just can’t wrap my head around and that is Infinity (yes,
Calculus students...I know I told you that infinity was not a number so much as a concept but
that was academic, not life).
Since the fall of man in the Garden of Eden, humans have been incapable of fully grasping
the idea of anything lasting for eternity. However, God perfectly understands eternity as its
creator. But what if we could truly fathom eternity? Would we be able to better trust Him during
the hard times because we knew that they were just a brief moment compared to our eternal
joy with Him? Would we be able to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus knowing that we were
following him into forever? Would we treasure the little things? Would we choose kindness?
Would we use our days to make a positive difference in the lives of others? All because we
know that our time on earth is brief so let’s make it meaningful? Would we be more patient?
Would we be less self-conscious? Would we eat less chocolate? (Whoa there….no need to get
crazy!) Whatever - you get the picture. I think we might live very differently if we could really
comprehend eternity.
Fortunately, we are the beloved children of an eternal God who loves infinitely, protects
infinitely, and forgives infinitely. Because of His Son, our debts have been paid and we now live
in Him for eternity and will be with Him for eternity. Let that change our daily thoughts and
activities by grounding them into the perspective of infinity.
Ecclesiastes 3:11 "He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in
the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end."

All grads will be celebrated
at the Commencement
Service on June 12th, 2pm

Recent Recognition
The opportunity to celebrate and thank volunteers, faculty, and staff
is always a joyful occasion. We recently had the opportunity to say
thanks to the following groups:
Faithful Volunteers (top from left to right)
Parent Volunteers: Carla Belill, Patti & Kevin Blazejewski
Board Members: Dave Peruski, Dave Duclos, and Darrell Zolton
Faculty & Staff VL Anniversaries (lower left from left to right) Matt
Laux, Kevin Streeter, Dr. Lisa Meyers, Natalie Keup, Lindsay
Mueller, Cathy Miller, Renee Brenner, Rev. Michael Stahl, Bill
Ankoviak.
Not Pictured: Caleb Abraham and Barry Wittig
Faithful Leadership (lower right)
Dr. John Brandt was the 2020 recipient of the Paul Lange Award by
the Association of Lutheran Secondary Schools (ALSS).
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