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Education Through Experiences
Reading. Writing. ‘Rithmatic. The typical marks of the classroom experience. At Valley Lutheran though, a student’s education
goes beyond these typical classroom experiences. It is filled with opportunities for interaction, engagement, service, and learning
beyond the classroom. Here’s a glimpse of just a few of the opportunities that Valley students have had during the past month.

Performing with Concordia Chicago Choir
Valley Lutheran welcomed The Kapelle Choir of Concordia
University-Chicago to campus to share vocal skills, methods, and
techniques, in addition to performing with our Valley students at the
school assembly. The Kapelle Choir Director spoke to students
about the pursuit of the wide variety of musical careers. Valley
Lutheran High School would like to thank Concordia-Chicago for
their gift of music and taking the time to share that gift with our
students.

Serving Alongside Lutheran
World Relief
Valley Lutheran was glad to be
able to partner again this year to
support the international ministry
of Lutheran World Relief. VLHS
provided a drop-off location and
student volunteers for a recent
collection event. Please visit
https://michigandistrict.org/compa
ssion/loading-up-love/ for more
details regarding the event.

Learning Outside the Classroom
Students in the Sustainability class experienced a
unique field trip/service learning trip to Chippewa Nature
Center and Averill Preserve. Students learned about
careers in conservation, experienced the exhibits, and
then took their learning into the forest as they pulled
invasive autumn olive and glossy buckthorn and collected
native perennial seeds and beech nuts for future planting.
Rylee Ross ('23) said, “I appreciated the opportunity to go
on the field trip because I got to see and do things in the
line of work that I am interested in.”

Growing a New Extra-Curricular
Group at VL
Students at Valley Lutheran have
come together and started The Animal
Club. This group of 25 students is
diligently planning a donation collection
for the rescues in the area as their first
student-initiated event. The creation of
new groups like this allow students to
show their creativity, while also giving
them the opportunity to give back to
their community.

Exploring a New Industry
Valley Lutheran students had the opportunity
to view the operations of and tour the Vantage
Plastics site in Standish, Michigan while also
connecting with a VL alumni. Students learned
about manufacturing and the mechanics
around many of the industries that touch their
lives everyday. Tours like the Vantage
Plastics site expose our students to the many
manufacturing fields in which there are job
opportunities.
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Hagenbach Named National Merit Commended Student
VL Senior Trenton Hagenbach ('22) was named a Commended
Student in the 2022 National Merit Scholarship Program. “I was
excited to hear that Trenton was receiving a commendation from the
National Merit Scholarship Program,” said Dr. Lisa Meyers,
Academic Dean at Valley Lutheran. “He has an exceptional academic
record that demonstrates dedication to scholarship and a consistent
work ethic. I know that the National Merit commendation is a high
honor and I congratulate him for this remarkable achievement.”
A spokesperson for the National Merit Scholarship Corporation
commented, “Those being named have demonstrated outstanding
potential for academic success. We hope that this recognition will
help broaden their educational opportunities and encourage them as
they continue their pursuit of academic success.”

Give Thanks

National Honor Society
Inducts New VLHS Members
See the full story at
www.vlhs.com/nhs21

VL Teacher Caleb Abraham reflects on the importance of giving thanks.
My family, like many others, has a tradition at Thanksgiving where every person around the
table has a chance to say what they are thankful for from the past year. It is very easy to focus
on the good things that God has given to me: my family, my faith, my health.
In 1 Thessalonians 5:18a, Paul says to give thanks in ALL circumstances. When was the
last time that you gave thanks in challenging times? When I am grieving the loss of a loved
one, laying in bed sick, or dealing with the stress of life, thanksgiving is not the main thing on
my mind. It is often difficult to give thanks to God in those moments, but this is exactly what
He wants us to do. He knows that we cannot give thanks for things that have not happened
yet, so giving thanks requires us to look at the past.
The Bible is full of examples of God taking care of His chosen people in difficult times:
freeing the Israelites from Egyptian tyranny, providing water and manna in the desert,
restoring the law when it had been lost during their exile, giving the widow a jar of oil that did
not run out, and sending Jesus in a Roman controlled Israel. God’s provisional track record
should give us assurance! He has been faithful in all things in the past, and He is the same
yesterday, today, and forever. God sent Jesus to save us from our sins, and when we are
surrounded by the effects of a sinful world, we can confidently “give thanks in all
circumstances” because we know that God has been, and always will be, with us.
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